lum (Dressler 1982) . The genus comprises some 35 species distributed from southeastern Mexico to Bolivia, but it is primarily Central American, with a center of distribution in Costa Rica and Panama (Hágsater 1991) . In Costa Rica 14 species has been recorded so far, two of which are endemics (Pupulin 2002) . Haber (1991) recorded 5 O e r s t e d e l l a s p e c i e s from Monteverde area, and Ingram et al. (c a . 1 9 9 5 ) reported 3 species from the "Triangle"; among them, O. endresii (Rchb.f.) Hágsater is enlisted as uncommon, and O. exasperata (Rchb.f.) Hágsater as a common, erect shrub. Six species were included by Atwood (2000) in his checklist of Monteverde orchids.
A plant vegetatively similar to O. exasperata, but with the sheaths of the stems obviously verrucose, was collected in Monteverde in 1998, and since then it flowered repeatedly at Monteverde Orchid Garden. Like O. exasperata, it has very tall (to more than 2 m long), somewhat prolific stems, the disc of the lip is violet around the callus, the apical lobes of the lip are erose, and the narrow isthmus presents a prominent keel. The flowers are fragrant, like some specimens of O. exasperata. It is similar to O. endresii in the verrucose sheaths of the stem, the apical inflorescence, the sepals adaxially glabrous, the petals obovate and rounded, and the basal lobes of the lip subrectangular, apically subcuadrate and entire. Both O. endresii and O. exasperata were previously reported from Monteverde (Haber 1991 P l a n t epiphytic, cespitose, with erect, elongate, prolific, stems 20-200 cm long, 2-4 mm in diameter, covered by verrucose sheaths, the distal half of the stem foliaceous. Roots flexuous, glabrous, thick, 2.5-4 mm in diameter. Leaves distichous, articulate, narrowly lanceolate to elliptic-lanceolate to ovate, minutely bilobed at apex, amplexicaul at the base, subcoriaceous, dorsally carinate, 2.4-5.6 cm long, 0.8-2.4 cm wide. I n f l o r e s c e n c e apical, racemose, somewhat fractiflex, few-(4-5)flowered, to 4 cm long. Floral bracts triangular-cucullate to triangular-ovate, acute to apiculate, 2.5-4 mm long, 2.5-10 mm wide. O v a r y pedicellate, glabrous, subclavate, 1.7-2.5 cm long including the pedicel. F l o w e r s showy, sweetly s c e n t e d, with sepals and petals pale yellow-cream to very pale green, the sepals sometimes tinged light brown, the lip cream-white to white with a rose blotch on the isthmus, the callus yellow, the column cream-white with the apex of clinandrium violet. S e p a l s subsimilar, elliptic-oblanceolate to narrowly obovate, subacute to minutely retuse, abaxially apiculate, fleshy, glabrous; dorsal sepal 11-12 mm long, 4.3-5.0 mm wide; lateral sepals 11-12 mm long, 4.5-6.0 mm wide. P e t a l s narrowly obovate, obcuneate, rounded, the distal margins somewhat crenulate-denticulate, 11-12 mm long, 4.5-6 mm wide. L i p 3 - lobed, 9-16 mm long, 10-11 mm wide, with a narrow nectary extending into the pedicel; the lateral lobes subquadrate, truncate, irregularly erose-denticulate at apex, frequently with a prominent tooth in the inner side of one of the lobes, 4.5-5 mm long, 2.5-3.5 mm wide; median lobe with a rectangular isthmus c a. 5 mm long, provided with a prominent, fleshy, slightly verrucose central keel extending to the apiculate apex, bifurcate at apex into two subquadrate, truncate, apically erose-denticulate lobes, 5 mm long, 5 mm wide; disc with a subquadrate callus, tridentate at apex, the median tooth extending forward into a low, slender keel. C o l u m n straight, 8 mm long, apically dilated, connate to the base of the lip, the clinandrium petaloid, deeply cucullate, erose at apex, 3-lobed, the lateral lobes traingular, acute; the rostellum fleshy, perpendicular to the column axis, almost straight, the lateral lobes of stigma obsolete. A n t h e r c a p cucullate, subrectangular, truncate at the base, with a prominent central keel, 4-celled. P o l l i n i a 4 , obovoid, laterally complanate, to 8.3 mm long, the external ones slightly smaller, on 4 caudicles in two pairs, 1.6 mm long. F r u i t not seen. O e r s t e d e l l a x monteverdensis may be distinguished from O. exasperata a n d O. parviexasperata by the glabrous, thin sepals and the cream to pale green color of the tepals. It differs from O. endresii by the usually tall and prolific stems, the lip with a narrow isthmus and a prominent keel, and the lateral lobes erose at apex (FIG. 5) .
PARATYPE: CO S T
The phenology of the putative parents overlaps for most of the year. Oerstedella endresii flowers year round, may be with the exception of the months between July and September; phenological data by Ingram et al. (c a . 1996) Blanca, 2100 m, who described sepals and petals as "greenish-yellow" and the lip as white. The flowers of O. endresii are invariably snow-white, with the lip more or less violet, and collectors' notes usually refer explicitly to the showy colors of this species.
It is worthy to note that specimens of O. endresii i n herbaria can be assigned to two groups of plants of different height, that may be recognized on the basis of the size and shape of their leaves. A meticolous revision of the material seems necessary.
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